FRENCH  POLITICAL THOUGHT

logically follow : it was impossible for the Republic to keep on
recognizing and honouring and subsidizing what was virtually
a rebellious Church.1 That already existing legislation should
be applied to certain bodies such as the Jesuits and Assump-
tionists, who had in fact no legal standing and whose every
action in the last few years had been the flaunting defiance of
all law and order, was also reasonable and defensible. But few
even among ardent Dreyfusards would now contend that the
reprisals exercised between 1900 and 1906 kept within the
bounds of moderation and reasonableness, and the account of
anti-clerical policy of the next five years is not very pleasant
reading for believers in freedom or justice. The first step was
an inquiry into the legal and financial position of existing
religious orders; this revealed the existence of far more con-
vents and monasteries than anyone imagined, many with huge
property that never paid any duties, together with a wholesale
evasion by fictitious sales or legacies to third persons of the
laws forbidding bequests to unauthorized corporations. Many
of them were money-making rather than charitable agencies 2;
sweated labour was far from rare.3

That existing laws should be enforced against such orders
as performed no charitable or other essential duties was inevit-
able, as long as the principle was accepted, which had always
dominated all French laws from the earliest times, that associa-
tion is not a right but a privilege granted by the State on its
own terms. But the preamble of the new Bill, which claimed
to be only a reinforcement of old laws, declared association to

1  Curiously enough, the Concordat seemed at first likely to endure in spite
of all, on the ground that it did provide the Government with some sort of
control over the Church. It was only when the policy of Pope Pius X. showed
how illusory was that control that Disestablishment forced itself on Radical
leaders.
2  Debidour mentions, inter alia, the chocolate of the men Trappists, the
hair-restorer and mouth-wash of the Lyons women Trappists, the " sausages
of the Child Jesus " of the Sisters of the Child Jesus, etc. The Journal offidel
for February 1901 mentions 5650 commercial undertakings run by religious
orders.
3  See the inquiry of the Convent of the Good Shepherd at Nancy, and
Brisson, La Congregation.
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